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CHOOSING SUBJECTS FOR GCSE

To the parents of pupils in Year 10
Your child has now reached another step on the educational ladder and is at the stage when decisions concerning the subjects they will take for the GCSE examinations in the summer of 2010 have to be made.

These decisions are extremely important and should not be made lightly and you are encouraged to discuss your child’s ideas, their apparent ability in each subject area and proposed role in adult and working life before a final selection is made.

This booklet attempts to explain the programme of study and the content of each subject which will be offered for study at GCSE level or its equivalent from September 2008.  This programme of study, as is laid down in the Education Reform Order (NI) for the Northern Ireland Curriculum, is divided into a number of areas of study.  Each area has compulsory or core subjects and others which are optional.

Your child has already had the opportunity to discuss the reasons for selecting particular optional subjects with their class teacher as well as the head of year as part of the Careers Education programme for Year 10 pupils.

You are also encouraged to contact the school to speak with Head of Senior School, Mr Henry, or Head of Careers, Mr Savage, with any queries you might have.

In selecting subjects you should endeavour to ensure that the selection being made gives your child a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based.
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SELECTING SUBJECTS

When making the choices for the optional subjects the following four points should be considered:

A 
Keeping a balance
Very few 14 year olds really know what they want to do when they leave school and those who think they do often change their minds.  Therefore it is important to keep a broad balance of subjects so as not to reduce the choice of career at a later stage.

B
Subjects needed for a particular career field
If your child has a really strong career interest then they must ensure that they do not leave out subjects which they may need later.  For example if your child is interested in working in engineering then it would be a mistake to drop technology and design or if they wish to take up a career in the retail trade it would be a mistake not to opt for business studies.

C
Subjects the student is good at
It is only sensible for the young person to continue with subjects in which they already have a proven record of success.  Consideration, however, should also be given to what type and extent of work will be expected in the future, the coursework element of the syllabus, the skills needed, the hours of study required both in school and at home to enable the student to continue on a path of success.

D
Subjects enjoyed by the student.

It is easier to work hard and be successful in a subject where the student finds enjoyable and interesting.  Even if a subject has to be dropped now it may be taken up again later as the student moves into further education, training or into full time work.  Their education will not end when they leave secondary school.
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Jobs and Careers

Studying a wide range of subjects for GCSE gives an opportunity to develop interests and abilities while keeping the majority of career options open.  During the next two years the young person will continue a programme of careers education which has already begun.  This programme will enable the student to focus clearly into the career paths open to them.

The student will be encouraged to think about the kind of person they are as this is an important consideration in addition to gaining qualifications.

In considering possible careers it might be helpful if the young person considered the following questions:

Am I


· willing to try new tasks and willing to learn new skills?

· able to talk to people with confidence?

· methodical?

· able to work closely with other people?

· able to keep cheerful when dealing with awkward situations?
· able to keep my temper and remain calm?
· able to work without constant supervision?

· able to improve my present skills and accomplishments?

Most of all when considering the future all young people should

Think carefully and keep an open mind
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THE KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 

11A - Core Subjects:

English to GCSE level or Key Skills

Mathematics to GCSE level or Key Skills

Science - Double Award, Single Award or Applied (to include Horticulture and Digital Technology)

Learning for Life and Work to GCSE level

Physical Education

Religious Education

Optional Subjects: 

One subject selected from each of the following groups.
	GCSE

	Group A
	Geography or French or Business Studies 
	or

Double Award 

Leisure and Tourism

	Group B
	Art and Design or Music or 

Technology and Design
	

	Group C
	Double Award Science or ICT or History or Home Economics

	Group D
	Business and Communication Systems

	OR
	Physical Education

or Religious Education

or Media Studies
	AND
	Occupational Studies

Hairdressing/Beauty

or Construction

or Word Processing


ART AND DESIGN
Course Content
During the two year course students will be expected to develop a coursework portfolio of written and practical work covering the topics of painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, ceramics, fashion, textiles, graphic design, interior design, jewellery, printing making and visual enquiry. 

Students will be expected to enhance their skills of investigation and realisation through

· the use of a variety of media, material, processes and technique.

· evaluating and making decisions about their own work.

· exploring a range of references and to develop their ideas from these.

· combining elements of visual language to realise their intentions.

· selecting appropriate media, technique to realise their work in two and three dimensions.

· comparing and contrasting their finished work with other artists.

Coursework
During the two years of study the student will be required to submit one piece of 2D/3D Fine Art coursework and one piece of 2D/3D Design coursework.  
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The coursework will be completed during normal class time as well as a large input from the students own time at home for written and practical preparation and completion.  Both pieces are worth 60%.  There is also an externally set assignment (worth 40%) when students are asked to respond to either a set theme or a given question.  A preparation period of four to six weeks and a supervised period of 10 hours will be given to complete the final piece of work for submission.

All work is assessed by the students’ own teacher and moderated by a visiting moderator appointed by the examination board.



2 Pieces of Coursework 

 

60%



1 Externally Set Assignment 



40%

Essential skills needed to study the subject.

· Self motivation

· Drawing and painting skills

· An ability to evaluate and appreciate their own work

· An ability to present work neatly, orderly and creatively

· Systematic

· Imaginative

Careers

Essential for a career in

	· Graphics
	· Textiles
	· Fashion Design

	· Interiors
	· Jewellery Making
	· Ceramics

	· Furniture manufacturing
	· Landscape architecture
	· Theatre

	· Interior design
	· Photography
	· Visual Display


Useful for a career in

	· Architecture
	· Teaching
	· Museum/Gallery work

	· Media work
	· Cartoonist/illustrator
	· Painter & Decorator


BUSINESS COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS

This course is made up of a theoretic component and a practical component. It is one of the few subjects that has no coursework - which many pupils find pleasing to hear! It also has an extremely high A* - C pass rate!
Course Content

The theoretical component will allow pupils to develop a knowledge and understanding of aspects of workplace organisation and the business environment through the examination of

· The Business Environment

· Working Organisation

· Human Resources

· Communication

· ICT in the Business Environment
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Furthermore the course will allow students to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills in relation to application of a computer in a business through the examination of

· File Management

· Word Processing

· Spreadsheets

· Databases

· Graphics and Clipart

· Composition

Assessment

The assessment is by examination only which consists of two components

Theory Paper




1 hour

33%

Practical Paper (on the computer)

2 hours

67%

Essential skills needed to study the subject

· Willingness to work on their newly acquired skills to prepare for examinations

· Good communication and presentation skills

· Ability to study on their own

· An interest in computers

Careers

Business Communication Systems introduces pupils to a wide range of business-related activities.  Careers which could be described as leading from this subject include

	· Administrative Work
	· Banking
	· Travel and Tourism

	· Insurance
	· Retail
	


BUSINESS STUDIES 

Content of Course

The course will allow pupils to develop a knowledge and understanding of the features and dynamics of business activity from a wide range of perspectives through the examination of

· Motives for Businesses

· Business in its economic background

· The legal organisation of business

· Size and internal organisation of business

· Business Accounting

· Marketing and its role in Business

· Production in Business

· People in Business and how change is managed

Assessment

Assessment is by examination and coursework. 
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Essential skills needed to study the subject

· Enthusiasm and a grasp of current economic events

· The ability to read and evaluate newspapers and magazine articles

· The ability to keep abreast of Business programmes on Television

· Have reasonable grasp of Mathematics

Careers

Business Studies introduces pupils to a wide range of business-related activities.  Careers which could be described as leading from business studies include

	· Factory and retail management
	· Travel and tourism 

	· Jobs in insurance
	· Accountancy and finance

	· Secretarial and administrative work
	· Banking


As suggested above by the content of the course the study of business prepares the young person for the world of work in all its different facets. 

The above subject proves to be a very popular choice  as it offers pupils the opportunity to develop appropriate and essential skills and knowledge for the future.
ENGLISH 
Course Content
The syllabus in English has three main components in which the student is assessed

1
Talking and listening
Student are required to develop and enhance their ability to explain, describe, narrate, explore, analyse, imagine, discuss, argue and persuade in a variety of formal and informal situations.

2
Reading
Students are required to have read a range of prose, poetry, drama, and media and non-fictional texts.  The study of the writings of Shakespeare is compulsory.

3
Writing


Students are required to develop their ability to use the written word to explore, imagine & entertain, inform, explain and describe, argue, persuade, instruct, analyse, review and comment.

Assessment

Assessment is by examination and coursework.  There are two examinations both lasting two hours and each paper is divided into two equal parts.
First Paper

30%



Section A 

Reading
A series of questions testing reading and response to a literary prose text or texts.

Section B

Writing
One question testing analytical writing based on a response to stimulus material.
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Second paper
30%


Section A

Writing
One question testing either functional or practical writing.

Section B

Reading
One question testing reading and response to non-fiction texts.

Coursework

40% of total.
Talking and Listening
20%

Students are required to undertake a range of activities during the course of an informal and formal nature.

Reading
10%

Students are required to submit two pieces of written work in response to reading, analysing the content of poetry and the writings of Shakespeare.

Writing
10%

Students are required to submit two pieces of work:

1) A discursive piece of writing in which the student should be able to show their ability to argue, persuade and instruct about a particular issue.

2) Personal or creative writing in which the student is required to exhibit their ability to explore, imagine or entertain.

Careers
Without a qualification in English the number and types of careers open to the individual are severely restricted.  As English is the language through which we all communicate it is a necessary qualification for the vast majority of jobs and courses in further education.  For this reason it is one of the compulsory core subjects studied by all students.

It is an essential qualification for all careers involving communication, broadcasting or other media work such as journalism.

FRENCH
Course Content
The main aim of the course is to enable pupils to study a foreign language with success and pleasure.
There are four equally weighted skill areas - listening, speaking, reading and writing.

These skills are developed through using mainly French to explore five areas of experience

· Everyday Activities

· Personal and Social Life

· The World Around Us

· The World of Work

· The International World
8

Assessment

The assessment is by terminal examination worth 75% of the total mark.  Coursework is worth 25% of the total mark.  The terminal examination tests pupils listening, speaking and reading skills.  Students are asked to respond both orally and in writing to a variety of stimuli.  

Coursework
Three pieces of coursework are to be handed in for assessment.  Each piece must be at least 100 words in length.  Students have to write on a topic in any three of the areas of experience set out in the Course Content.
Essential skills needed for this subject
Pupils should be able to grasp grammatical concepts and have good powers of retention for vocabulary.

Careers
French is spoken in over thirty countries in the world and is also recognised as one of the international languages of trade.

Essential for a career 

	· Interpreter
	· Air Cabin Crew
	· Customs Officer

	
	· Travel Industry
	


Useful for a career in 

	· Travel and Tourism
	· HM Forces
	· Telecommunications

	· Computer Industry
	· Legal Profession
	· Public Relations

	· Retail Trade
	· Logistics
	


GEOGRAPHY

Course Content
The GCSE course gives the student the opportunity to study the world in which we live and how people affect the environment. 
The syllabus is divided into six themes

1. The Atmosphere - Human Impact

2.  Physical Processes and Challenges

3. Ecosystems - Sustainability

4. Population - Resources

5. Economic Change and Development 

6. Settlement and Change

Through the study of the six themes students will be helped to enhance their skill in decision making 

· understanding how people feel

· role play

· communication and presentation of facts and ideas

· computer aided learning

· research and investigation


· fieldwork

· drawing maps and diagrams

· understanding maps and charts

· problem solving

· co-operating with others.
Assessment
The knowledge and skills acquired over the two years of study of the six themes are assessed by examination in two papers which account for 80% of the total marks.

A coursework assignment provides the student with the opportunity to undertake an investigation into a topic or issue which should extend their range of communication, intellectual, practical and social skills.  The report on this investigation should be approximately 2500 words and is allocated 20% of the total marks.

Essential skills needed to study the subject.
Students must

· be committed to acquiring the skills, techniques and procedures for the conduct of geographical enquiries through map work, fieldwork and the use of appropriate technology
· be willing to extend the range of communication, intellectual, presentational and social skills, already acquired, through the detailed investigation of a range of topics and issues

· have the ability to work on their own and as part of a larger team without constant supervision to complete set tasks in an acceptable and appropriate manner in the allocated time

Careers
Geography is useful in many ways and although there are few jobs which demand a qualification in the subject it is widely accepted as a good balancing subject which helps the student to
· Talk with interest and knowledge about a variety of issues

· Understand major problems and issues in the modern world

· Have an understanding of people and the way they live

· Acquire and enhance a wide range of useful ‘job’ skills

Geography is useful for careers in

	· Travel & Tourism
	· Transport Industries

	· Banking & Commerce
	· Agriculture & Horticulture

	· Civil Engineering
	· Quarrying & Mining

	· Valuation and Estate agency work
	· Administration

	· Public Relations
	· Catering & Hotel work

	· Surveying
	· Marketing


HISTORY

Course Content
The main aim of the course is to give the student an understanding of how the world in which we live has been shaped by the developments in the 20th century at a national and international level.  It provides a stimulus to create an interest in and an enthusiasm for the study of our past.  The course is divided into three main areas of study
10

Section 1
Hitler and Germany c. 1918 - 1939

Section 2
Ireland c. 1965 -1985 - the cause of the present problems and the search for a solution

Section 3
The Cold War - International Relations - c. 1945 -1990

Assessment

The assessment of the course is by examination and the submission of coursework.

There are two written papers:-

Paper 1 
Study in Depth of Sections 1 & 2
2 hours
50% of Total

Paper 2
An Outline Study of Section 3
1½ hours

30% of Total

1 piece of Coursework based on the Warsaw Ghetto

20% of total

Essential skills needed to study this subject.
· Possess reading skills above the average 

· Be able to evaluate and assess historical sources.

· A high interest in the subject is essential

· Enthusiasm and commitment to ‘read around’ the subject areas.

· A good ability in general skills in English 

Careers
Employers hold the skill and understanding developed through the study of History in high regard as it provides a sound preparation for citizenship, work and leisure.

It is a useful choice of study if interested in entering a whole range of careers but in particular careers in 

	· Journalism
	· Public Services
	· Television & Radio

	· Civil Service
	· Politics
	· Law

	· Teaching
	· Management
	· Library & Research Work


It is an essential qualification for work in a Museum and in Archaeology. 

HOME ECONOMICS 
Course Content
The main emphasis of the syllabus is on Home and Family with three inter-linked areas.  The following are some examples of topics from these

Family Life 

· examining factors which encourages the development and maintenance of healthy family relations;

· examining sources of stress and conflict which effect individuals and family 

Diet and Health
· studying nutrition in relation to individual needs

· investigating the correlation between diet and health 
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Choice and Management of Resources
· explore factors which influence consumer spending

· developing a working understanding of personal budgeting and the financial demands of running a home 

The course provides opportunities to develop skills which are needed in adult and working life eg: communication, decision making, management, problem solving and reasoning and critical thinking etc.

Assessment
Assessment is in the form of examination and coursework.  The aim of this assessment is to enable the student to show what level of knowledge and skill they have attained in each of the topics through answering questions in two papers (65%) and combining this with a externally set course work task (35%).

Essential skills needed to study the subject
· The student must be able to follow instructions correctly

· Interest in the subject

· Identify issues involved in completing a set task

· Be able to collect evidence and process data

· Prepare a meal and use equipment

· Have a good sense of presentation

· Commitment

· Basic research skills
Careers 
Home Economic is useful for a wide range of careers:

	· Teaching
	· Nursing
	· Hospital Work

	· Consumer Work
	· Catering
	· Hotel Management

	· Laboratory Work
	· Food Science & Tech
	· Travel & Tourism

	· Food Processing Industry
	· Food Science & Biotech
	· Social & Welfare Services


HOME ECONOMICS (CHILD DEVELOPMENT)

Course Content

The course is divided into three distinct areas of study

Family Life

Candidates should have opportunities to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the concept of family as a social institution and the contribution of family members to the personal and social development of young children to the age of five years.  They should also recognise the importance of interaction among family members.
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Diet and Health

Candidates should be able to demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary to provide a healthy diet and lifestyle for mothers and young children.  They should recognise that family members have different dietary needs also that food choice is affected by social, economic and environmental factors.

Choice and Management of Resources

Candidates should have opportunities to apply knowledge, understanding and skills as discerning consumers.  They should recognise how their choices can be influenced by personal, social, economic and environmental factors.

Assessment

This is by coursework which is represented by 40% of the total mark.  There is one 1½ hour written paper which makes up 60% of the total mark.

Coursework is one written piece of work, not normally exceeding 2000 words, which is internally assessed. 

INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
Course Content

Information and Communication Technology is concerned with the handling of information and involves creating, accessing, storing, organising, presenting, communicating and transmitting information in a variety of electronic forms.

It is a stimulating course which is designed to be relevant to pupils current and future needs.

Coursework
Students will also learn how Information Technology is used in a variety of contexts i.e. the home, the school, the community, business and industry.  Students will be expected to apply the skills learnt to solve significant problems and to communicate solutions.

Students are expected to spend extra-curricular time enhancing their skills.

Assessment

The assessment consists of

· a terminal examination carrying 40% of the total marks

· coursework carrying 60% of the total marks

The examination has two papers of 1 hour each and the coursework comprises six externally set assignments

	· Spreadsheets exercises

· Database exercise

· Multi Media Presentation
	· Web site creation

· Word Processing with Graphics

· Use of the Internet
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Pupils must be prepared to spend time outside class completing their assignment and project.

Essential skills needed to study the subject
Students must be able to show that they

· Have basic computer literacy and an interest in using computers to communicate their thoughts and ideas with others.

· Have the ability to work on their own at set tasks.

· Can critically evaluate their own work.

· Have commitment and perseverance.

· Can build on the literacy skills achieved at KS3.

· Be logical and methodical in presenting solutions to problems.

Careers 
All aspects of the industrial, commercial, financial, medical and leisure businesses have an ever increasing demand for personnel with computers and information technology skills.

Information technology skills are essential in all aspects of computer work, in many areas of civil, mechanical and electrical engineering, graphics, art and design, and the retail trade.

The knowledge and skills learnt through the study of this subject gives the individual an advantage in the ever increasing technological world.

LEARNING FOR LIFE AND WORK

Course Content

Learning for Life and Work has three components 

· Citizenship

· Learning for Work

· PSHE

Human Rights are an integral part of all three components.

Through the study of real life situations and scenarios students are provided with opportunities to explore and express their own values and attitudes concerning Human Rights, social and economic responsibilities and develop an appreciation of needs and perspectives of others. 

Assessment

Assessment is through a combination of three externally assessed written examination papers (each 45 minutes if duration) one internally assessed Action Based Project and two Speaking for a Purpose activities. 
The written papers account for 45% of marks.  They will have a combination of short-answer, structured, stimulus response and free response questions.  Candidates’ performance will be reported as a uniform mark. 
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The internally assessed Action Based Project accounts for 35% of marks and the Speaking for a Purpose Activities 20%.  The focus of the Action Based Project and the Speaking for a Purpose Activities relates to the subject content of either Modules 1, 2 or 3. 

Aims

The aims set out below describe the educational purposes of following a modular course in Learning for Life and Work.  Students should be given opportunities to 
· develop knowledge and understanding of the challenges and opportunities of personal, social, cultural, political and economic issues in contemporary society

· develop an understanding of the different values and attitudes, needs and perspectives of their own and other communities

· develop the skills necessary for independent thinking, informed decision-making and action in relation to personal, economic, employment and social issues

· develop relevant personal, interpersonal, literacy, numeracy and ICT skills

· develop the skills, knowledge and attitudes for life long learning and work

Essential skills needed to study this subject

· An ability to study on their own.

· Average or above average presentation skills both oral and written.

· A willingness to share ideas and to find out the truth about everyday issues.

· A mature outlook on life.

Careers

This subject is relevant to all careers as it explores issues relevant to adult and working life.  It enhances knowledge, skills and understanding.
LEISURE AND TOURISM DOUBLE AWARD
The Course involves

· investigating how the leisure and tourism industries meet the needs of their customers

· understanding the part played by leisure and tourism in society

· applying your learning in a practical and realistic way

There are three parts to the course

Unit 1
Investigating Leisure and Tourism

This is based on an examination set and marked by CCEA

· investigating the importance of leisure and tourism in today’s society

· enquiring about the variety of activities people enjoy in leisure and tourism

· investigating facilities such as theme parks, travel agents and airlines.

Unit 2
Marketing in Leisure and Tourism
This is based on work presented in a portfolio and marked by your teachers

· investigating the importance of marketing in the leisure and tourism industries

· examining promotional materials in leisure and tourism

· producing an item of promotional material

Unit 3
Customer Service in Leisure and Tourism

This is based on work presented in a portfolio and marked by your teachers

· investigating the importance of customer service in keeping existing customers and attracting new ones in leisure and tourism

· meeting the different needs of customers

· handling difficult customers and complaints

MATHEMATICS

Course Content
The main strands within the mathematics syllabus are

	· The process of mathematics
	· Number

	· Algebra
	· Measure, shape and space

	· Handling Data 
	


A variety of approaches are used to enable students to:

· Respond orally and in writing to questions about mathematics.

· To discuss mathematical ideas. 

· Carry out practical and investigative work.

· Carry out mental calculations.

· To undertake extended pieces of work of a mathematical nature.

The emphasis is strongly on understanding and applying skills in real world contexts.
Assessment

Pupils will be entered for the AQA GCSE Examination at one of the two levels depending on the ability they have demonstrated throughout the two year course.
TIER


POSSIBLE GRADES
Foundation 

C-G 

Higher


A* - C
In each of the tier level there will be two components of assessment,

The GCSE course is modular and incorporates the following five modules

Module
1
Handling Data Exam



2
Handling Data Coursework



3
Numeracy Exam



4
Pure Marhs Coursework



5
Algebra Exam
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A.
Two written papers each of a maximum of 1 hour duration, one of which a calculator is not allowed to be used.

B
Two pieces of course work - one piece on pure Mathematics and the other on Handling Data. 

In each tier each piece of course work is worth 10% of the total and each written paper is worth 40%.

Careers  

The vast majority of employers deem a Mathematics qualification a basic requirement regardless of the type of job. Therefore it is basic necessity that some form of qualification is obtained in Mathematics.

Without a Mathematics qualification career options are limited.
MUSIC
Course Content

The aims of the course are to

· develop the students’ musical skills and abilities, and to enable an active and rewarding participation in each of the three areas of listening, composing and performing 
· enable students to study musical styles from a wide variety of cultures

· stimulate the growth and development of the students’ musical understanding, and to foster their musical creativity, imagination, interest and enjoyment
Assessment
The assessment is by examination and the submission of coursework
· Coursework

Coursework for this subject consists of two short compositions.  These compositions will be completed during normal class time, and are assessed by the students’ own teacher.  Coursework is worth 40% of the final mark.

· Practical examination

During the two years of study students will rehearse two pieces of music on their chosen instrument, and they will be assessed on their ability to perform these pieces at the end of the course.  This examination is worth 35% of the final mark
· Listening examination

There is one listening examination based on a variety of music and it is worth 25% of the final mark.

Essential Skills needed to study the subject:

Students should
· have an interest in music
· show commitment and self discipline 

· be able to work as part of a team 
· display an ability to work on their own initiative
· present work of a good standard

17
Careers
Many employers are aware that in gaining a qualification in music students will have acquired useful and highly valued skills which are essential in a wide range of jobs 
A qualification in music is important when considering the following careers 

	· Performing
	· Occupational Therapy
	· Record Industry

	· Teaching
	· Journalism
	· Software engineer

	· Music therapy
	· Broadcasting
	· Publishing

	· Speech therapy
	· Sound engineering
	· Administration 


OCCUPATIONAL STUDIES

Single Award (2 units) - Levels 1 and 2

MEDIA 
-
Unit 1
-
Digital Television and Film Production

Section 1
-
Preparing to make movies

Section 2
-
Shooting movies

Section 3
-
Editing and screening movies

Students work together in small groups to produce a five minute movie on a topic of their choice.  This must be screened to the audience of their choice.

Assessment

Internal assessment with external moderation

Pupils will be assessed on their portfolio content and finished movie

Digital Technology
-
Unit 2

-
Digital Imaging

Section 1 
-
Flatbed scanning and introduction to Photoshop

Section 2   -
Digital camera capture with Photoshop and image manipulation.

Section 3
-
Advanced image manipulation with Photoshop

Assessment

Internal assessment with external moderation

Pupils will be assessed on their portfolio content and manipulated images

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Course Content
The two year course combines the practical and the theoretical aspects of physical education to allow pupils to improve
· their ability to plan, perform and evaluate PE

· their knowledge, skills and understanding of a range of physical activities
· their awareness of career opportunities relating to PE, sport and the leisure industry
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The syllabus comprises of three themes:

· Preparation for the evaluation of lifestyles with regard to health.

· Preparation for and evaluation of performance in sport.

· Participation in and provision for PE, physical recreation, and sport.

In addition pupils will also undertake and be assessed in four practical activities selected from

	· Athletics


· Fitness training

	· Sport 1 - Range


· Sport 2



Assessment

Students will be expected to

· show a high level of skill in practical activities
· recall facts, terminology, concepts and principles and apply these to show understanding
· demonstrate ability to analyse, interpret, plan and evaluate information relating to syllabus themes
A
 Practical Performance


(i) 
Performance






50%


(ii)
Evaluation and Improvement of Performance

10%

B
Final Examination







40%

Essential skills needed to study the subject.

Students should
· Be physically fit

· Have an interest in physical education and sport in terms of background knowledge and participation.

· Be able to show commitment.

· Be able to communicate well in written and oral forms.

· Be able to work as part of a team as well as on their own.

· Have some basic research skills.

Careers
The main areas in which a qualification in this subject is useful are

· The Teaching of Physical Education.

· All aspects of the Sports and Leisure Industry

· Physiotherapy.

· Any of the Armed Forces.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Course Content
The GCSE Religious Studies course covers three main areas of study

· The Challenge of Jesus:
A study of the significance of the life and teaching of Jesus based on the gospels of Matthew and Luke.
The Christian Church explored through two contrasting traditions:
An examination of the worship, lay-out, organisation and practice of the least two major Christian Denominations.
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· Christian Morality:
An exploration of various morals and social issues facing young people today.

Assessment
The assessment is by external examinations and consists of 2 papers:

Paper 1
Examines the sections
- 

The Challenges of Jesus and The Christian Church - 52%
Paper 2
Examines the section -



Christian Morality - 28%

Coursework

Students will be expected to submit 2 assignments of approximately 1,500 words in total.  The 2 assignments will be based on two areas of study

· Teaching of Jesus on forgiveness

· Abortion





Students will be assessed on their knowledge, understanding and evaluation skills.  The mark for coursework accounts for 20% of the total marks.

Essential skills needed to study the subject
· Self discipline 

· Ability to work on own initiative

· The ability to observe, evaluate and analysis information

· Good presentation skills.

Careers 
The skills developed and assessed in Religious Studies and the attitudes they promote are relevant to life as a whole.  They are also relevant to the many careers which require an understanding of others and the ability to relate to people of different backgrounds.  In addition, the subject has considerable value for careers which require powers of reasoning and logical thought eg personnel work, social work, teaching and journalism.

Science - Core (equivalent to Single Award Science)

Course Content

The syllabus is divided into 6 modules.  3 modules are covered in each year.

	
	Year 11
	Year 12

	Biology
	Human biology
	Evolution and environment

	Chemistry
	Products from  Rocks
	Oils, Earth and Atmosphere

	Physics
	Energy and Electricity
	Radiation and the Universe
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Assessment

6 Module tests 

75%

Centre Assessed unit 
25%

For each module the pupils are required to demonstrate 

· Knowledge and understanding of science and how science works 

· Application of skill knowledge and understanding 

· Practical, enquiry and handling skills

Each module test lasts for 30 minutes and is externally set and marked.  

The modules are held in November, March and June.

The Centre Assessed Unit is an investigative skills assignment which includes a practical assessment and an assessed (45 minute) test.

Pupils will be entered either for 

Foundation Tier (grades C-G) or 

Higher Tier (grades A* - D)

Pupils can sit different tiers depending on the module.

Essential skills needed to study this subject.

· Ability in practical skills.

· Determination and preservation to do well.

Careers

A qualification in science shows employers that the student can demonstrate practical skills and personal skills that are invaluable in the world of work.  Science qualifications are a prerequisite to many courses including apprenticeships and technological careers (i.e. electrician).  It is also an essential qualification for working in the fields of medicine and patient care, computers, veterinary, scientific and laboratory work.
SCIENCE 
Core and Additional (equivalent to Double Aware Science)
This is two separate GCSE’s (core Science and additional Science) and pupils sitting these will achieve two separate grades.
Course Content
In Year 11 pupils will follow the entire Core Science and achieve one GCSE grade.  In Year 12 pupils will follow three modules one of each in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, as well as a centre assessed unit.
Assessment
	Year 11
	Six module tests
	75%

	
	Centre assessed unit
	25%


	Year 12
	Three short answer tests
	75%

	
	Centre assessed unit
	25%
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For each module the pupils are required to demonstrate
· Knowledge and understanding of science and how science works

· Application of skill, knowledge and understanding

· Practical, enquiry and handling skills

· Greater ability to explain scientific concepts, and the ability to theorise and model in science
In year 12 the tests are available to sit in January and June.

Pupils will be entered either for

Foundation Tier (grades C-G) or

Higher Tier (grades A* - D)

Essential skills needed to study the subject

A good basic knowledge of science at KS3
Ability in practical skills

Determination and preservation to do well

The ability to observe, evaluate and record.

Careers     
GCSE’s in Core and Additional Science provide a firm basis to study science at a higher level (ie AS and A levels).  A qualification in science shows employers that the student can demonstrate practical and personal skills that are invaluable in the world of work.  Science qualifications are a prerequisite to many courses including apprenticeships and technological careers (ie electrician).  It is also an essential qualification for working in the fields of medicine and patient care, computers, veterinary, scientific and laboratory work.
TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN 

Course Content 

Technology and Design is concerned with a ‘designing and problem solving approach’. The course gives the student the means by which they can explore how we make things work and gives them the opportunity to develop skills to enable them to

· Identify needs and opportunities

· Generate designs

· Plan and make products

· Evaluate their own and others works

Students will be engaged in creative thinking and practical activity leading to outcomes which meet specific requirements.  Practical problem solving activities include the use of electronics, pneumatics, mechanisms and computer control.
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Assessment
Assessment will be through

Terminal Examination





40%

Coursework Focused Task (Designing)
 
 
 5%



 Focused Task (Communicating) 

 5%


 
 Major Design Project



50%
The Design Project is a problem solving exercise in which the student uses his knowledge, understanding and skills associated with designing, communicating, manufacturing and using of energy and control to build up a design portfolio which shows the development of a technological solution to a problem of their own choosing.

Essential skills needed to study the subject
· Perseverance and commitment.

· The ability to work on their own initiative as well as part of a team.

· An acceptable standard of communication skills.

· Basic research skills.

· Competency in using tools encountered at KS3.

· Basic computer literacy.

· Being good at mathematics would be an advantage.

Careers 

Many employers recognise the skills, developed through the study of this subject, as ones which are needed in a wide range of jobs.  Consequently obtaining a qualification in this subject enhances the students chance to enter any of the careers which use design and/or technology as well as entry into many other industries whose employees require similar skills.

It is essential for careers in all types of engineering, architecture, and graphic design.

It is useful to have for careers in electronics, the motor industry, cost design, computing, as well as in the fabrication and manufacturing industries.
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