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	Acronym
	What does it mean?

	ADC
	Analogue (to) Digital Converter

	ADSL
	

	ALU
	

	ASCII
	

	ATM
	

	CAD
	

	CAM
	

	CD-R
	

	CD-ROM
	

	CD-RW
	

	COM
	Computer Output (on) Microfilm

	CPU
	Central Processing Unit

	CRT
	

	CSV
	

	CU
	Control Unit

	DAC
	

	DDE
	

	DPA
	

	DTP
	

	DVD
	

	DVD-ROM
	

	EFT
	

	EFTPOS
	

	EPOS
	

	EPROM
	

	GIGO
	Garbage In Garbage Out

	GUI
	

	HTML
	

	ISDN
	

	ISP
	

	LAN
	Local Area Network

	MICR
	

	MIPS
	Millions (of) Instructions Per Second

	OCR
	

	OMR
	

	PDA
	Personal Digital Assistant

	PIN
	

	PROM
	

	RAM
	

	ROM
	

	RSI
	

	URL
	

	VDU
	

	WAN
	Wide Area Network

	WAP
	

	WIMP
	

	WORM
	

	WWW
	

	WYSIWYG
	



	Abbreviation
	What does it stand for?
	What does it mean/Do?

	
	Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line


	This is a high speed (broadband) internet connection. 

	CPU
	
	Brain of the computer which processes information and performs all calculations via its ALU – Algorithmic Logic Unit. Also called the microprocessor. 

	
	Electronic Funds Transfer at Point of sale.


	Cashless payment – lets you pay for goods using a card. Probably reading data from a swipe or smart card.

	USB
	
	High speed connection to transfer data to and from peripherals – can be daisy chained so as many peripherals can be connected as possible.

	
	Joint Photographic Expert  Group
	A reasonably high quality image file.

	VDU


	
	Shows information on the screen and other different options/features.

	Rtf


	
	A text based file which will be transferable between application programs and different computer types – i.e. PC and Mac.

	GIGO


	
	If incorrect data is put into the computer then incorrect data will also come out.

	OCR


	
	This is a package that obtains text from scanned images and may even be able to read handwriting if it is of good enough quality/

	
	Liquid Crystal Display
	A screen that works by shinning light through a special liquid.

	
	Moving/Motion Pictures Experts Group.
	A method used to compress video data so that it can be stored on a CD.

	ISDN


	
	A digital telephone connection to offer high bandwidth for the internet – uses an Adapter instead of a modem i.e. no modulation-demodulation required.

	Abbreviation
	What does it stand for?
	What does it mean/Do?

	
	Megabyte 
	About a million bytes (or 8 million bits (0’s and 1’s)) – it is also 1024 Kilobytes.

	RAM


	
	Loads the data into your computer that you want to access (use).

	
	Music Instrument Digital Interface.
	Gives computer instructions such as what note to play and how long for.

	
	Digital Versatile Disk.
	Stores movies etc – much more capacity that an ordinary CD.

	GUI


	
	WIMP – Windows Icons Menus and Pointers – allows users to manipulate programs using icons etc e.g. Windows.

	CDRW


	
	A CD that can be written to many times over and over again.

	Kbps


	
	Speed of data transfer – usually over the internet – i.e. PSTN connection runs about 56.6 Kbps.

	(difficult)


	American Standard Code for Information Interchange.
	Basically a code that represents keyboard characters from a certain Binary value.

	
	Power On Self Test.
	Happens during the boot up process - 

	CD-ROM


	
	A CD that can only be written to once – i.e. data cannot be overwritten and is therefore read-only.

	OMR


	
	A device that reads marks on a pre designed form instead of characters. Used a lot in exams and class registers.

	WAN


	
	Networks that cover a vast geographical area such as oceans/countries etc. used by banks and building societies.

	ISP


	. 
	Allows access to the internet for example – AOL, Freeserve (wannadoo).

	
	Comma separated value.
	This is a text file that places commas between fields (database) or columns (spreadsheet) to allow them to be transferred more easily.

	
	Hypertext transfer protocol.
	A method that internet browsers use to read and show web pages.

	MICR


	
	A data capture method used to magnetically sense and read characters on a page – used for clearing cheques at the bank.

	Abbreviation
	What does it stand for?
	What does it mean/Do?

	RSI


	
	Strain (usually in the hands) brought on by lack of breaks, poor stance/posture etc.

	WWW


	
	An internet facility that lets you view web pages.

	LAN


	
	A local area network is when one or more computers are simply connected together – many different types – star, line, bus, ring.

	ATM


	.
	This is a machine connected to the bank's computer system. Once you have entered your PIN number an ATM is able to 

> Dispense cash
> Show your bank balance
> Provide a receipt
> Some take deposits 

	Html


	
	The most common programming languages used for the creation of WebPages.

	EPOS


	
	

	
	Electronic Data Interchange.
	Data interchange instead of money i.e. figures in banks are simply exchanged to alter balances.

	WAP


	
	 A programming language used for transmitting WebPages to portable devices.


You could be asked to EXPAND AN ACRONYM – Here’s all you need to know!








